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June 13, 2014 

 
                                                      
Mr. David Katz 
 
 
 
Re:      Notice of Summary Suspension: 
            EMT-Paramedic Certification # 1898 (EMS ID # 533085) 
            Investigation Control # 2014-0049 
 
Dear Mr. Katz: 
 
 The New Jersey Department of Health is vested with the responsibility of carrying 
out the provisions of N.J.S.A. 26:2K-7, et seq., which govern the provision of advanced 
life support services within the State of New Jersey and the Health Care Facilities 
Planning Act, N.J.S.A. 26:2H-1, et seq., which was enacted, in part, to ensure that all 
hospital and related health care services rendered in the State of New Jersey are of the 
highest quality.  As defined at N.J.S.A. 26:2H-2b, health care services include any pre-
hospital care rendered by paramedical and ambulance services.  These laws establish 
a scheme that permits certain individuals, once certified, to perform basic life support 
(BLS) and/or advanced life support (ALS) services.  In furtherance of the objectives set 
forth in the statutes, the Department of Health has adopted regulations that govern the 
training, certification and professional conduct of EMT-Basics (EMT-Bs) and EMT-
Paramedics (EMT-Ps).  See N.J.A.C. 8:40A-1.1, et seq. and N.J.A.C. 8:41A-1.1, et seq. 
  

On January 14, 2014, the Office of Emergency Medical Services (OEMS) 
received notification from Atlantic Health System (AHS) Mobile Intensive Care Unit that 
you were involved in a case where the patient suffered a sudden cardiac arrest and did 
not recover after being restrained.  Under the direction of AHS, you elected to postpone 
meeting with OEMS investigators and wait for hospital appointed legal representation.   

 
On February 11, 2014, you were interviewed by OEMS investigators in Trenton, 

New Jersey, in the presence of your legal counsel.  During your interview, you 
recounted that you were dispatched to a seizure assignment on January 7, 2014 where 
you were met by the basic life support (BLS) and were told that the patient had a 
seizure.  Upon entering the apartment where the patient was located, you found the 
patient lying face down on a couch being restrained by two law enforcement officers.  
While your partner went to tend to the patient, you went to gather patient information 
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from some of the bystanders on scene.  At this point, you had not seen or made contact 
with the patient.  Within two minutes of being in the apartment and without any 
assessment being done by you or your partner, you contacted the online medical 
control physician and received orders for two milligrams of Ativan®.      

 
You then positioned yourself behind your partner and towards the end of the 

couch where the patient’s feet were located.  From this vantage point, you reported that 
you still could not see the patient or see any movement the patient may have made.  At 
this point, your partner administered the two milligrams of Ativan® to the patient’s right 
buttock, and you began to prepare soft restraints for the patient.  Meanwhile, the BLS 
made preparations to prepare the patient for transport using a Reeves® stretcher.  You 
then handed the cravats to your partner who restrained the patient by tying his right arm 
to his right leg and his left arm to his left leg.  At this point, you had neither seen the 
patient move nor heard any sounds from the patient.  In fact, you reported that you had 
not seen the patient at all with the exception of his foot resting on the floor because the 
police officers were holding him down.  At no point did you ask the police officers to 
move or get off of the patient in order for you and your partner to conduct a patient 
assessment.   

 
Six minutes later, you reported the police assisted you and your partner in 

moving the patient over to the Reeves® stretcher.  Once the patient was supine on the 
stretcher, you realized he was in cardiopulmonary arrest and began providing care.  
You stated that the patient had a dusky look to his skin with evident cape cyanosis.  You 
then established intraosseous access and administered medications while your partner 
prepared for intubation procedures.   

 
After the initial treatment was rendered, you stated that your partner conveyed to 

you that he had successfully intubated the patient with confirmation through 
visualization, auscultation and condensation in the tube.  However, you reported that 
you questioned this to yourself because you were unable to obtain an end title carbon 
dioxide (EtCO2) reading despite the cannula being applied.  While you suspected that 
the intubation was not completed correctly, you did not ask your partner to confirm that 
the placement of the endotracheal tube (ET) was correct or attempt to confirm the 
correct placement of the tube yourself.   

 
The patient was then placed onto the ambulance stretcher and placed into the 

ambulance.  You stated that both you and your partner transported with the patient in the 
rear of the ambulance.  While en route to the emergency department, you stated that 
you noticed the ET tube and capnography detector had filled with a white, frothy 
substance.  In addition, the patient was still exhibiting the same dusky color and cape 
cyanosis when you initially found him in cardiac arrest.  You then re-intubated the 
patient.  This time, the ET tube placement was confirmed with a capnography reading 
and the white, mucous substance ceased to clog the ET tube.  You also reported the 
patient’s skin color began to “pink up” and improve.  In total, the patient was improperly 
ventilated for twenty three minutes.  The patient was transported to the hospital and was 
subsequently pronounced dead in the emergency department. 
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Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 8:41A-5.2(a), “the Commissioner, or his or her designee, 
may summarily suspend a person’s EMT-Paramedic certification when, in his or her 
opinion, the continued certification of that person poses an immediate or serious threat 
to the public health, safety or welfare.”  See also N.J.A.C. 8:40A-10.2 (stating that an 
individual’s EMT-Basic certification may be summarily suspended if the person poses a 
serious or immediate threat to public safety, welfare or health).   

 
The information that OEMS has gathered to date regarding this matter 

demonstrates that you grossly departed from the appropriate standards of care when 
rendering aide to the above-mentioned patient and, as a result, OEMS finds that your 
continued certification as an EMT-Paramedic constitutes an immediate and serious 
threat to the health, safety and welfare of the public. Therefore, your certifications as an 
EMT-Paramedic and EMT-Basic are immediately suspended and shall remain 
suspended until such that the Department has completed its investigation into this 
matter.  You may not, under any circumstances, act in the capacity of or perform the 
duties of an EMT-Paramedic or EMT-Basic in New Jersey during this period of 
suspension.  Be further advised that if you act in the capacity of or perform the duties of 
an EMT-Basic and/or EMT-Paramedic in New Jersey during this period of suspension, 
your actions will constitute impersonation of an EMT-Basic in violation of N.J.A.C. 
8:40A-10.4, and/or impersonation of an EMT-Paramedic in violation of N.J.A.C. 8:41A-
5.2(c) and 5.4, and you shall incur further penalties. 

 
 In accordance with N.J.A.C. 8:41A-4.1(f)2, certification cards are the property of 
the Department and shall be immediately surrendered upon demand.  As such, you are 
hereby directed to immediately surrender your EMT-Paramedic certification card(s) to 
the OEMS, either by U.S. mail to the address on the first page of this Notice, or by 
physical delivery to Department of Health, OEMS, John Fitch Plaza, Market and Warren 
Streets, Trenton, NJ, 08611.   
 
 In the interim, the OEMS will continue to investigate this matter.  You will be 
notified when the OEMS has completed its investigation, at which time you will be 
advised of what action(s), if any, will be taken with respect to your EMT-Paramedic and 
EMT-Basic certifications. 
 

Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 8:41A-5.3 and N.J.A.C. 1:1-12.6, you may apply to the 
Commissioner of the Department of Health for emergency relief.  Such a request must 
be submitted in writing and shall be accompanied by a response to the charges 
contained in this Notice.  Please include the control number 2014-049 on your 
correspondence, and forward your request to: 

 
   New Jersey Department of Health 
   Office of Legal & Regulatory Compliance 

P.O. Box 360, Room 805 
   Trenton, NJ  08625-0360 
   Attn:  Ms. Tami Roach 
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Failure to submit a written request for emergency relief within 30 days from the 
date of this Notice shall be interpreted as an acceptance of this Department’s decision 
to summarily suspend your EMT-Paramedic certification pending completion of the 
investigation, thereby forfeiting all rights.  If you have any questions concerning this 
matter, please contact Dr. Jo-Bea Sciarrotta, OEMS Compliance Officer, at (609) 633-
7777. 
 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Nancy Kelly-Goodstein, M.A.S. 
Acting Director  
Office of Emergency Medical Services  
 

 
c:  Christopher Rinn, Assistant Commissioner 
     Donald Roberts, OEMS 
     James Sweeney, OEMS  
     Tami Roach, OLRC 
     Delaware Office of Emergency Medical Services 
     Pennsylvania Office of Emergency Medical Services 
      
 
SENT VIA REGULAR US MAIL AND  
CERTIFIED MAIL # 7011 1570 0003 3723 8141 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

 
 
 


